just as good as the manuscript books. As soon as
printing demonstrated its superiority as a means of
production, simplification made rapid progress, al-
though it was not until the nineteenth century that
the last of these variant forms disappeared from all
but antiquarian fonts, leaving the word-symbol S?
as the sole survivor of the oldest times.

Jenson *s remarkable achievement was to meet all
the tests of a readable type face better than any-
one else. His type has only one fundamental fault,

which mav be inherent in its excellence. It is a
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generously rounded open-faced design, and this
gives each letter greater width than usual. The re-
sult is that there are fewer words on a line and
page, and consequently more paper was required
for a book in this type than for one with a more con-
densed face. This made his books cost more than
rival editions. Within two years Jenson recast his
letters. This lessened the outstanding preeminence
of the type, but helped him to maintain a leading
position in the trade. The business of which he was
the head was consolidated shortly before his death
in 1480 with the other principal Venetian firm, that
ofJohannde Colonia and Johann Man then. Jenson*s
name continued to appear in the colophons of the
books issued by the joint publishers after his death,
perhaps because of the commercial value of his per-
sonal reputation or for the simpler reason that his
estate retained an active interest in the business